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B40 Young City Representatives Summit will be held in Istanbul on 23-28 August 2022 
and it will bring together youngs from the 42 member cities of B40 Balkan Cities Network.

The primary purpose of the B40 Young City Representatives Summit is to enable the 
youngs of the B40 Network member cities to meet, establish friendly relations and 
strengthen the friendly relations between their cities. 

Young City Representatives from the member cities will meet influential academicians, 
business and humanitarian leaders, public and private sector professionals and many 
others to harness the knowledge and skills needed for being impactful change makers. 
Young City Representatives will participate in four transformative days of speeches, 
panels, networking activities and workshops. They also have the opportunity to give 
keynote speeches and to make presentations about their cities sharing a platform with 
the youngs from Balkan cities in attendance.  They have the opportunity to engage with 
and be mentored by industry experts and make lasting connections.

Youth Together For Better Future

The B40 Young City Representatives Summit program has been prepared on the basis of 
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Sustainable development is meeting 
the needs of today without compromising the needs of tomorrow. This means that 
sufficient resources for future generations must be planned for today. The most 
important element of this planning is future generations. The most important issue 
considered in the B40 Young City Representatives Summit program is to raise awareness 
about the importance and role of youngs in realizing Sustainable Development Goals.

Therefore the B40 Young City Representatives Summit program has been prepared with 
the motto “Youth Together For Better Future”. Young City Representatives are leaders of 
change needed to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals to improve people’s lives 
and the health of the planet. Young City Representatives will have a say in the planning of 
the future by proposing innovative solutions, inspiring change and adding dynamism.

YOUNG CITY REPRESENTATIVES SUMMIT
23-28  August  2022 ,  I stanbu l



B40 Young City Representatives Summit special sections aim to empower youngs with 
leadership and interpersonal skills that prioritize social responsibility and team building 
through a social framework.

B40 Young City Representatives Summit special sections will demonstrate the greatest 
level of commitment towards preserving the future of our cities. 
B40 Young City Representatives Summit held on 23-28 August 2022, is a ground where 
Young City Representatives from 42 member cities of B40 Network spearheading UN 
Sustainable Development Goals.

In keeping with the 2030 agenda for Sustainable Development Goals, Young City 
Representatives are not only getting involved in this global movement but also taking a 
leading role on the intercity stage. Young City Representatives will present their solutions, 
amplify the youth voice and send a clear message that they will be determined in their 
efforts aimed at saving the planet for us and future generations.

Young City Representatives come together through the unforgettable opening and
closing ceremonies and entertainment events.
 
At the B40 Summit, Young City Representatives will talk about their cities and their dreams.
The purpose of the B40 Summit is to create an environment where Young City 
Representatives can freely express their thoughts and exchange ideas with each other.

Young City Representatives will be informed about the vision and activities of the
B40 Balkan Cities Network. The work of the B40 Balkan Cities Network in the direction of 
“Better Cooperation Better Future” will be introduced.

SPECIAL SECTIONS
 

YOUTH TOGETHER FOR BETTER FUTURE
MICROPHONE YOURS

FUTURE YOURS
YOUTH TOGETHER WITH MAYOR EKREM İMAMOĞLU

Opening and Introduction 11.00-12.00 SALON  A
Youth Together For Better Future 24 August 2022 Wednesday



Young City Representatives will meet with Mayor Ekrem İMAMOĞLU, Founding President 
of B40 Balkan Cities Network. 

This will be a Mayors session as Young City Representatives are mayoral candidates of 
their city. Future Mayors will share their views and engage in dialogue with the Mayor of 
Istanbul. They will express their expectations and dreams for their cities and the Balkans.
 
Mayor Ekrem İMAMOĞLU calling out "We have youth" invited the youth as follows:

Dear Young Friends,

We established the B40 Balkan Cities Network to create a better future for 
you. We will work to make you live in a better city. We invite you by calling 
out “Youth Together For Better Future”.
We would like to hear your dreams, ideas and projects for the cities of the 
B40 Balkan Cities Network.
Therefore we invite you, the future of our cities, to meet at the
B40 Young City Representatives Summit in Istanbul on 23-28 August 2022.

Let's build a better future together.

It is a great pleasure to host the youth of the member cities of B40 Balkan Cities Network 
in Istanbul. Istanbul is a city magnifies by the dynamism of the youth. Now Istanbul will 
meet the dynamism of the youth of B40 Balkan Cities.

Youth together is so beautiful; youth together for better future.

15.00-16.00 SALON  A
Youth Together With
Mayor Ekrem İMAMOĞLU

24 August 2022 Wednesday



In the Microphone Yours session, Young City Representatives from each member city will 
choose a spokesperson among themselves. The city spokesperson will share information 
about their city. Each speaker will have approximately 5 minutes to talk.

Spokespersons are expected to provide basic information such as the history, population, 
touristic and natural beauties of their cities, as well as to mention the distinctive features 
of their cities.

Speakers are not required to make presentations, but presentations are encouraged. 
Enriching the presentations with visuals will be interesting for the audience.

Young City Representatives are candidates to be the future mayors of their cities. In the 
“Future Yours” session, Young City Representatives will talk about their visions for the city 
and urbanism.

The main discussion topics of the Future Yours session are as follows:

 - What kind of city do Young City Representatives want to live in in the future?
 - What should we do today to create the cities of tomorrow?
 - What are the expectations of Young City Representatives from their cities?

Future Yours session will discuss what needs to be done to create a vibrant local 
democracy, prosperous neighborhoods, equal and quality education, a livable climate, 
modern infrastructure and fair sharing in cities.

Young City Representatives
present their cities

12.00-13.30
16.30-19.00

SALON  A

Microphone Yours 24 August 2022 Wednesday

Young City Representatives
talks about the cities of the future 15.00-17.00 SALON  A

Future Yours 25 August 2022 Thursday



WORKSHOPS

ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE
CULTURE AND ART

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
HUMAN RIGHTS AND LOCAL EQUALITY

CITY AND SPORT
CITY AND ARCHITECHT

SELF-IMPROVEMENT AND CAREER PLANNING

At the B40 Young City Representatives Summit, 7 workshops will be held in order to 
increase the awareness of youngs about their social responsibilities and contribute to 
their personal development.

Workshops will provide Young City Representatives with expert insights into the issues 
and topics they are most passionate about. Workshops will offer practical skills, 
techniques, ideas and processes which Young City Representatives can implement in their 
own projects and initiatives for change. 

In the first half of the workshops, expert speakers from universities, public and private 
sectors and civil society will make presentations. In the second half, they will make 
comments and evaluations on the subject with Young City Representatives.

B40 Young City Representatives Summit is a chance for youngs responsible for shaping 
the future of their cities, to come together to confront the biggest challenges. B40 Young 
City Representatives Summit is the ultimate place to be inspired, share learnings, connect 
and collaborate to raise the bar for what it is possible to achieve individually and 
collectively.

Young City Representatives will attend whichever workshop they are interested in on the 
same day. They will share their opinions and contribute to the discussion topics of the 
workshops. 



At the point our world has reached today, environmental and climate issues are not just a 
matter of sensitivity; it’s a matter of survival. For this reason, we have to take every step 
in a way that does not expose future generations to environmental risks and ecological 
problems. Youngs should also be aware of the environmental and climate risks and take 
responsibility in the fight against the climate crisis.

The main discussion topics of the Environment and Climate Workshop are as follows:

 -  What are the responsibilities of youngs to protect natural ecosystems, reduce 
  environmental pollution and carbon footprint?
 -  What are the devastating effects of climate change on human life and urban  
  infrastructure? How can youths join the fight against the climate crisis?
 -  Why is it important to achieve climate justice? What can youths do to protect  
  vulnerable groups such as the poor, the elderly and the disabled against the  
  effects of the climate crisis?
 -  What should we do to create cities that protect the environment and adapt to  
  the changing climate?
 -  What will be the future role of energy efficiency and renewable energy?
 -  How do we reduce waste generation at the source? How do we ensure the  
  reuse and recycling of waste?
 -  What is the connection between the climate crisis and the protection of   
  cultural heritage?
 -  In order to protect and safeguard the natural heritage of cities, what are the  
  responsibilities of the youth?
 
The world is our only home; youth together will fight the climate crisis for our cities, our 
region and the world. 

11.00-13.30 SALON  A
Environment and Climate Workshop 25 August 2022 Thursday



Culture and art are the most important elements that will strengthen the well-being of 
youngs and contribute to their development processes. It is therefore necessary to create 
healthy and happy cities for youngs.

The main discussion topics of the Culture and Art workshop are as follows:

 - How do youngs want to live in cities in terms of cultural opportunities   
  and cultural interaction?
 - How can youngs increase the cultural and artistic dynamism of cities?
 - How do youngs exercise their right to participate and contribute to   
  cultural life?
 - What kind of a connection is there between the literature of the city and   
  the city of literature?
 - How does digital transformation affect young people's preferences for   
  literature, culture and art?
 - What kind of cultural and artistic activities should be carried out in order   
  to bring together the voice of the cities and the voice of the youth?
 - How can youngs contribute to improving the access and participation   
  opportunities of vulnerable groups in cultural life?
 - What role should youngs undertake in protecting the cultural heritage of cities?
 - How does literature, culture and art connect cities?
 - What are the common cultural values of the Balkan cities?
 - In order to protect and safeguard the cultural heritage of cities, what are the  
  responsibilities of the youth?
 - Who are the writers and poets who identified with our cities? How did they feel  
  about our cities, lived and wrote?

One way to improve cooperation between Balkan cities is to bring youth together on 
common themes of literature, culture and art.

11.00-13.30 SALON  B
25 August 2022 ThursdayCulture and Art Workshop



Science, Technology and
Innovation Workshop

As we design a better future for our cities, we must make the most and best use of 
science, technology and innovation. We must make social innovation an important part of 
our cities, conceptualized as “innovative ways of meeting social needs”. Undoubtedly, 
youngs have an important place in the center of these processes. Youngs are the main 
actors of innovative initiatives that will meet their own needs and benefit other segments 
of society. In this respect, the adaptation of youngs to social life is also important in terms 
of developing necessary skills such as creativity, social communication skills and working 
as a team. On the other hand, innovative perspectives are needed to discover the 
potential of youngs and increase their capacities.

The main discussion topics of the Science, Technology and Innovation workshop are:

 - How can we improve the quality of life in cities using science, technology and  
  innovation?
 - How do science, technology and innovation affect cities' capacity to produce  
  fast and flexible solutions?
 - What are the components of the smart city ecosystem? How can youngs take  
  a more active place in this ecosystem?
 - What are the smart city projects that youngs would suggest for their cities?
 - What should we do to create innovative, technological and smart cities? What  
  should we do differently? What should we not do?
 - Why is digital inclusion important for cities?
 - What is the role of technology and innovation in developing a participatory  
  local government model?
 - How do we gain social benefit from big data?
 - How should cities that support innovation and entrepreneurship be?

11.00-13.30 SALON  A
26 August 2022 Friday



Human Rights and
Local Equality Workshop 

For the development of local democracy, it is very important to promote and encourage 
the participation of youngs in the management processes, to benefit from all kinds of 
social participation tools, and to find solutions to all the problems they will encounter in 
the democratic participation process. In this direction, while determining the 
management approaches and practices that are beneficial to the youth, the views of the 
youngs should also be taken into consideration.

Because youth, the most important social actors of cities, have the right to participate in 
decision-making and implementation processes that concern them, their work for social 
change should be encouraged. In this context, the Human Rights and Local Equality 
Workshop has been prepared on the axis of Young City Representatives gaining 
awareness in order to gain a sense of responsibility in social events and to express 
themselves better.

The main topics of discussion at the Human Rights and Local Equality Workshop will be:

 - What should we do to combat discrimination effectively and continuously?
 - What should we do to secure individual freedoms and differences?
 - How can we ensure gender equality in all areas of life?
 - What can youngs do so that the elderly population can live independently and  
  participate actively in urban life?
 - What should we do to strengthen civil society, solidarity networks and social  
  solidarity?
 - In order to end poverty in all its form everywhere, what can we do?

The Human Rights and Local Equality Workshop will discuss what needs to be done to live 
in a city where people live equally and freely, where intercultural dialogue opportunities 
increase, gender equality is ensured, income injustice is prevented and poverty is reduced.

11.00-13.30 SALON  B
26 August 2022 Friday



City and Sport Workshop 

Like every social quality, sports is connected to the city by thousands of ties, some visible 
and some hidden. Sports ability of cities is shaped by social processes. Therefore, sports 
creates a tight bond between its own past and the past of society. This bond, emerging 
with urbanism activities, changes and takes shape. For this reason, sports both affects 
and is affected by the city.

Sports is an activity that has been done in every period of human history. The history of 
sports and the history of urbanism follow a parallel course. In the past, it has been seen 
that societies developed in the field of urbanism have also developed in the field of sports. 
Therefore, while planning the future of the city and urbanism, it is not possible to exclude 
sports from the scope.

The main discussion topics of the City and Sports workshop are:

 - How should a city that does sports and lives with sports be like?
 - How do we gain the habit of doing sports while living in the city? What should  
  we do to make sports a part of city life?
 - Which sports branches do youngs want to see more value and what are their  
  expectations from cities?
 - What is the connection between digitalized city life and sports?
 - How do youngs define their sports and recreational space needs?
 - What is the connection between sports and the social, cultural and economic  
  development of cities?
 - To ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all, what activity options  
  should cities offer?

11.00-13.30 SALON  C
26 August 2022 Friday



City and
Architecture Workshop

Cities have their own identities and souls. Their architecture, culture and history give cities 
identity and soul. It is these qualities that make cities different from each other. People 
build the city, and the city affects people in return. This interaction evolves into culture 
and civilization. Over time, the city and the person form an identity by intertwining.
For this reason, architecture is one of the essential elements that make up the identity of 
the city.

The city is the physical pattern of the most common web of relationships that humans 
create. People carry this network of relations to the space with their lifestyles and mutual 
interactions and transfer it to future generations as a knowledge over space. Architecture 
is the most important medium of this transfer. In this respect, the awareness of youngs 
about architecture is very important for such transfer to happen and function properly.

The main discussion topics of the City and Architecture workshop are:

 - What kind of a language of expression is architecture and what does it tell?
 - What kind of a connection is there between the awareness of protecting the  
  city and architectural sensitivity?
 - How does the integrated management of cities' natural resources affect their  
  architecture?
 - How is architecture used to ensure the diversity and productivity of the city's  
  biological systems?
 - What is the connection between sustainable cities and development and   
  architecture?
 - What is the place of architecture among sustainable urban planning criteria?
 - How can architecture be used to produce sustainable solutions for rapid   
  urbanization today?
 - How do traditional architecture and modern architecture complement each  
  other?
 - How do youngs, the architects of our future, see the architecture of the future?

11.00-13.30 SALON  A
27 August 2022 Saturday



Self-Improvement and
Career Planning Workshop 

Youth: Change and Continuity. Change in self-improvement and continuity in career are 
two important issues for youth. Self-improvement is required to acquire many 
competencies such as to learn the learning, to be an active social citizen, proficiency in a 
foreign language, entrepreneurship, cultural and digital competence. On the other hand, 
self-improvement of youngs is an important factor affecting their career success. 
Continuity in career success requires continuous self-improvement. Self-Improvement 
and Career Planning workshop aims to raise awareness of youngs in these aspects.

The main discussion topics of the Self-Improvement and Career Planning workshop are:

 - What kind of future do youngs dream of for themselves?
 - What are youngs doing to realize their future dreams?
 - How do youngs prepare for business life?
 - What kind of trainings and opportunities do youngs demand from cities to  
  reveal their potential?
 - Why is lifelong learning important? What lifelong learning opportunities do we  
  have?

EVENTS

B40 Young City Representatives Summit have many entertainment events :

 - Welcome Party (DJ Set) and Concert
 - Youth City Representatives Talent Show and Kareoke Night
 - Balkan Folk Dance Show, Anatolian Folk Dance Show and Folk Songs Night
 - Bosphorus Tour by Boat
 - City Tour on Historical Peninsula
 - Farewell Event and Concert

27 August 2022 Saturday
11.00-13.30 SALON B



Breakfast

Arrival on Campus

Youth Together For Better Future
Opening and Introduction
Saloon A

Microphone Yours
Young City Representatives present their cities
Saloon A

Lunch

Free Time

Youth Together with
Mayor Ekrem IMAMOĞLU
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Free Time

Microphone Yours
Young City Representatives present their cities
Saloon A
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Free Time
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YOUNG CITY REPRESENTATIVES SUMMIT

24 AUGUST 2022 WEDNESDAY 



25 AUGUST 2022  THURSDAY

Breakfast

Arrival on Campus

Environment and Climate Workshop
Saloon A

Culture and Art Workshop
Saloon B

Lunch

Future Yours
Young City Representatives talks about the
cities of the future 
Saloon A

Free Time
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26 AUGUST 2022 FRIDAY

Breakfast

Arrival on Campus

Science, Technology and
Inovation Workshop
Saloon A

Human Rights and
Local Equality Workshop
Saloon B

City and Sport Workshop
Saloon C
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Bosphorus Tour by Boat

Dinner

Balkan Folk Dance Show &
Anatolian Folk Dance Show &
Folk Songs Night
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YOUNG CITY REPRESENTATIVES SUMMIT



27 AUGUST 2022 SATURDAY

Breakfast

Arrival on Campus

City and Architecture Workshop
Saloon A

Self-Improvement and
Career Planning Workshop
Saloon B

Lunch

City Tour on the Historical Peninsula

Dinner

Farewell Event & Concert
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Practical Info

Qualifications Desired in Participants

Youngs from 42 member cities of the B40 Balkan Cities Network will attend the
B40 Young City Representatives Summit.
 
Young City Representatives who will attend the B40 Young City Representatives Summit 
must be;

 - Between the ages of 18-25
 - A university student
 - Fluent in English enough to converse

Very strict security measures have been taken on the campus and in all activity areas 
where the B40 Young City Representatives Summit will be held. No one other than the 
registered participants will be admitted to the B40 Young City Representatives Summit.

Young City Representatives attending the B40 Summit must comply with the entire B40 
Summit program. They will not be allowed to leave the program and travel in Istanbul 
alone or in groups.

Bosphorus Tour by Boat and City Tour on Historical Peninsula activities will be held as the 
whole group; Young City Representatives will not be able to travel alone by leaving the 
group.
 
Language and Accessibility

The working language of the B40 Young City Representatives Summit is English. Opening 
and closing sessions, special sessions, workshops, dialogues and social activities will be in 
English. There will be no interpretation services into Balkan languages or Turkish.

Registration is required to attend the B40 Young City Representatives Summit. Only 
registered youngs will be able to enter the B40 Young City Representatives Summit area.

Young City Representatives are required to wear the name badge given to them 
throughout the event.



Participation and Registration 

Young City Representatives who will attend the B40 Young City Representatives Summit 
will be selected by the B40 Network member cities. B40 Network cities will elect their 
Young City Representatives and notify the B40 Network Permanent Secretariat. Only 
Young City Representatives notified by B40 Network cities will be enrolled in the program.

“Young City Representative” is an adjective used to describe the youngs who will 
participate in the B40 Young City Representatives Summit. It does not represent any 
authority and responsibility within the B40 Balkan Cities Network. Therefore, the youngs 
who participate in the B40 Young City Representatives Summit are only participants of 
an event organized by the B40 Balkan Cities Network; they have no official or institutional 
affiliation with their municipalities and B40 Balkan Cities Network.

Young City Representatives to attend the B40 Summit do not need to have academic or 
professional expertise.

Special Sections, Workshops and Entertainment Events Participation

B40 Young City Representatives Summit include 4 special sections:
 - Youth Together For Better Future
 - Youth Together With Mayor Ekrem İMAMOĞLU
 - Microphone Yours
 - Future Yours
Workshops on 7 main themes will be held at the B40 Young City Representatives Summit:
 - Environment and Climate
 - Culture and Art
 - Science, Technology and Inovation
 - Human Rights and Local Equality
 - City and Sport
 - City and Architecture
 - Self-Improvement and Career Planning
Many entertainment events will be held at the B40 Young City Representatives Summit:
 - Welcome Party (DJ Set) and Concert
 - Youth City Representatives Talent Show and Kareoke Night
 - Balkan Folk Dance Show, Anatolian Folk Dance Show and Folk Songs Night
 - Bosphorus Tour by Boat
 - City Tour on Historical Peninsula
 - Farewell Event and Concert



Accommodation and Meals

Young City Representatives attending the B40 Summit will be accommodated in the 
student dormitories of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality. Dormitory rooms are for 3 and 
4 people; each room has a toilet and a bathroom. There are uninterrupted internet, 
computer and TV room, library, gym, 24-hour hot water, 24-hour security camera system 
and security service, fire escape ladder, cafeteria in the dormitories to be accommodated.

Girls and boys will stay in 2 separate dormitories.

Entrance to the dormitories will be made on Tuesday, August 23, 2022; the departure will 
be on Sunday, August 28, 2022.

Only Young City Representatives who have registered for the B40 Summit will be able to 
stay in the dormitories. Guests who do not register will not be able to stay.

Meals of Young City Representatives will be provided by the B40 Young City 
Representatives Summit organization. Meals include breakfast, lunch and dinner. In 
addition during the B40 Young City Representatives Summit, water, tea, coffee and 
snacks will be served.

Local Transportation

Local transportation of Young City Representatives in Istanbul will be provided by the B40 
Young City Representatives Summit organization. Local transportation includes meeting 
the Young City Representatives from the airport when they arrive in Istanbul and taking 
them to the airport when they leave Istanbul.

Key Dates and Deadlines

Registration deadline for B40 Young City Representatives is 17th August 2022.
The names of Young City Representatives attending the B40 Summit must be notified to 
the B40 Network Permanent Secretariat by B40 Network member cities by 17th August 
2022 at the latest.

Considerations

It is obligatory for Young City Representatives who will attend the B40 Summit;
 • To have travel insurance when buying plane tickets.
 • To fill in the information form requested from them completely
  (in excel format)
 • They do not have to pay a fee to attend the B40 Summit.



25 AUGUST 2022  THURSDAY
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24 AUGUST 2022 WEDNESDAY 

26 AUGUST 2022 FRIDAY
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27 AUGUST 2022 SATURDAY

Breakfast

Arrival on Campus
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23 AUGUST 2022 TUESDAY

Arrival in Istanbul

28 AUGUST 2022 SUNDAY

Departure From Istanbul
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